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thought the effect would be, I unhesitatingly said: "Good; for I hope you can replace him with someone who is able and who would in himself command respect for the office both at home and abroad."
We talked a long time as we stood there, and I told him that years before I had seen a play called Rosemary in which Maude Adams had taken the part of a very young girl eloping with a boorish young lover in an old-fashioned coach which broke down at the country estate of a fascinating bachelor. The bachelor was played by John Drew. The elopers had to beg hospitality for the night, and next morning the host, already charmed by the beauty of the bride-to-be, surprised the lovers in the midst of a violent quarrel. The girl tried to end the spat with a kiss which her suitor sullenly refused. Upon this the host demanded that the sullen suitor give the girl what she asked. I remembered John Drew's tones when he said: "Kiss her, sir, and [aside] thank God for the chance/* "This", I said, "is apropos of Mr. Bryan's suggestion to resign, and my advice is, 'Take it, sir, and thank God for the chance/ "
Tliis made the President smile, but I saw that he was deeply troubled. He went on to say that he had thought of appointing Robert Lansing, and when I exclaimed: "But he is only a clerk in the State Department, isn't he?" Mr. Wilson replied: "He is a counsellor of the Department, and has had a good schooling under old Mr. John W. Foster, his father-in-law, for whom I have great respect. I think he would steer Lansing, and the combination would be of great help to me. If I get an older man he is apt to be rigid and have precedents by which to steer, and in these days old diplomacy cannot function; the world is changing so rapidly that we have got to change with it, or be left far behind. Mr. Foster is ripe in experience, and we would have the benefit of all he can give us, I am sure; and Lansing, on the other hand, is, I think, good material to meet these new conditions." We had a quiet night, reaching Chesapeake Bay early next